Use of a pylon for early ambulation after below-knee amputation: a preliminary report.
The fitting of a prosthesis immediately after amputation offers many advantages. These include early ambulation, more rapid healing of the amputation site and a decrease in the number of complications resulting from prolonged bed rest. The major problems preventing the widespread use of immediate fitting are the specialized prosthetic care required and the high cost of the appliance. The authors describe a new pylon designed for early ambulation after below-knee amputation. Its application does not require special training, it is inexpensive, safe and effective. This pylon was used in the early postoperative period in 20 amputees, without any major complications.